
MEET AET VOLUNTEER

Level of AET membership:

Type and location of practice: (City, State) 

Leadership roles held in AET: 

How long have you been an 
educational therapist?

What brought you to educational 
therapy?

What is the best career advice you can give 
to new ETs? 

Describe a challenge you have faced as an 
educational therapist:

Describe a highlight of your educational 
therapy career: 

What do you think the future of the 
educational therapy profession will look like?

How have you benefited from your 
membership in AET?

Hobbies/Leisure Activities:


	NameTitle: Sam Tolkin
	Membership Level: Associate Member
	Type Location of Practice: I’m practicing remotely from New Haven, CT. 
	How Long as ET: 11 Years
	Image1_af_image: 
	Leadership Role: Head of technology for conference and head of redoing Practice Support (Lifecycle of an ET)
	Getting Into ET: I worked as a math/computer science tutor and wanted to learn about educational therapy, a service which is provided where I worked.  I started taking the classes at UC Riverside and then started specializing in ADHD and EF.  In time, I gained a propensity for ASD and other developmental difficulties.
	Hobbies: Video games, soccer, hiking, cooking, crosswords, deductive puzzles, movies, tv, gardening, baking (specifically challah), and reading.
	Benefited From AET: The primary benefit for me is the connections, networking, and support from the people.  Other than those benefits, one of the reasons I came to AET was to work with people, not technology.  The people I have met and the connections I gained from AET has been incredible.
	Future of ET: Nationwide, I think the practices will be very similar, but word will spread, and people will start practices in different states, so knowledge about educational therapy will be more widespread.  Where I live, I find that as people who don’t know about educational therapy find out what it is, they want it.
	Biggest Challenge: Notes/record keeping.  I have a strong memory so many of my notes from meetings are kept in my head, which is an asset when I am the only one who needs them.  However, as I join more teams, I need to write down notes for other people, so when I am busy, the teams can continue their work.
	Career Advice: Making connections with allied professionals and other ETs is cost effective and will connect you with people who can refer clients to you, help you learn more about running a business and doing educational therapy, and give you a support system when the going gets tough.
	Highlight of ET: Watching one of my students for over two years go from school refusal to coming home from school and telling their parents about their day.  It revolutionized the family relationships and home environment so that they could spend time enjoyably as a family.


